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Damage from excavation-related activities is a leading cause of pipeline accidents. By law and 

for your safety, you must call 811 at least 48 hours prior to beginning any excavation work.

The Federal Communications Commission has designated 811 as the national 

one call number. By calling 811, you are automatically connected to the one call 

center in the state where you are planning to dig. The one call center will notify 

Chesapeake and other pipeline and utility operators in the area of your planned 

excavation. If any of the companies’ underground facilities might be affected by 

the excavation, a representative will be sent free of charge to locate and mark the 

buried facilities before you dig. Chesapeake typically marks all appropriate areas 

within 48 hours of receiving notification. 

It is important to understand that different colored flags or paint are used to mark 

various types of underground utilities, including pipeline. Yellow is the color desig-

nated for pipelines transporting natural gas, oil and petroleum liquids. 

UNIFORM COLOR CODE
For Underground Utility Line Marking

Proposed Excavation

Temporary Survey Markings

Electric Power Lines, Cables,  
Conduit and Lighting Cables

Gas, Oil, Steam, Petroleum  
or Gaseous Materials

Communication, Alarm or  
Signal Lines, Cables or Conduit

Potable Water

Reclaimed Water, Irrigation  
and Slurry Lines

Sewer and Drain Lines

WHEN SHOULD I CALL 811? 

Before you excavate whether on  

commercial or residential property.

»	 Digging

»	 Blasting

»	 Boring

»	 Tunneling

»	 Backfilling

»	 Removing aboveground structures 

»	� Building a pool or fence

»	 Widening a driveway

»	 Planting a tree

Before You Dig


